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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
Business Meeting 
Bucharest, Romania, September 1, 1981 
By Christoph J. Scriba, Chairman 
The International Commission on the History of Mathematics 
held a business meeting (open to all colleagues interested) on 
September 1, 1981. The Chariman summarized the report which 
he had submitted to the Congress outlining the most recent 
accomplishments and projects of the International Union on the 
History and Philosophy of Science, Division of History of Sci- 
ence (see below, pp. 209-210) and outlined possible future 
activities. The summer school at the University of Toronto is 
now scheduled to take place in 1983. Information for a future 
edition of the World Directory of Historians of Mathematics is 
being collected by the Secretary, Dr. L. Noti, Department of 
History of Science and Technology, &AV, Vygehradskg 49, 12826 
Praha 2, Czechoslovakia. At present, the second edition is 
still available from Professor C. V. Jones, Institute for the 
History and Philosophy of Science and Technology, University 
of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario M5S lA1, Canada ($4.00 prepaid, 
$5.00 on billing). 
The Editor of Historia Mathematics reported on the current 
status and future prospects of the Commission's journal, in- 
cluding various technical and administrative aspects of its 
regular quarterly production (see below, pp. 211-215). His 
report was followed by lively discussion which included a 
number of proposals for the future, including possible ways 
of commemorating the tenth anniversary of the founding of the 
journal in 1984. 
A general exchange of ideas about future activities of the 
Commission resulted in the adoption of a proposal that we organ- 
ize another symposium at the next International Congress for 
the History of Science in Berkeley, California, in 1985. Fol- 
lowing a suggestion made by the Chairman, its theme is to be 
"Transmission of Mathematical Science." The symposium is to 
be concerned with problems of introducing, exchanging, or other- 
wise adapting mathematics from one cultural area to another. 
This should not only include the traditionally studied questions 
of transmission of Greek science to the Arabs and the scientific 
relations between Orient and Occident in general; it should 
also take into consideration the introduction of mathematics 
into the Americas, the confrontation of Western-style mathema- 
tics with native methods as, for instance, Wasan methods in 
Japan, or the attempts of our present times to educate young 
people in the so-called developing countries by making use of 
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national traditions in counting, arithmetic, calendar computa- 
tions, etc., besides the more formalized methods of modern 
school teaching. It is hoped that the symposium will present 
an overall view of the issues pertaining to transmission of 
mathematics and of possible interactions between mathematics 
and the mathematical sciences as structured logical systems in 
consequence of such transfers across national and cultural bound 
aries. For further information contact Professor J. Dhombres, 
Universite' de Nantes, Institut de Mathgmatiques et d'Informa- 
tique, 2 rue de la Houssinigre, 44072 Nantes Cedex, France. 
